
 
NOTE: “How to Win” rules may have changed from the previous year 

 
Exhibitors & Owners must be PCQHA members in good standing prior to start of the show to be eligible for 

any of the awards listed below 
 

All Around Awards 
Halter is not mandatory but will count in all AQHA Divisions for All Around Awards 

Please make sure you are familiar with All Around Requirements per SHW803.5 
 

Open Horse – Horse must compete in at least three AQHA approved classes in the respective division – in three or more 
categories 

3 yr. old stallions /geldings/mares or Aged stallions/geldings/mares or Perf stallions/geldings/mares, SR or JR Western 
Pleasure, SR or JR Western Riding, SR or JR Trail, SR or JR Hunter Under Saddle, SR or JR Ranch Riding, SR or JR Ranch 
Trail, Open Working Western Rail, SR or JR Reining 
 

Amateur – Horse/Rider combination must compete in at least three AQHA approved classes in the respective division – 
in three or more categories 

3 yr. old Am stallions/geldings/mares or Aged Am stallions/geldings/mares or Perf Am stallions/geldings/mares, Am 
showmanship, Am Western Pleasure, Am Western Horsemanship, Am Western Riding, Am Trail, Am Hunter Under 
Saddle, Am Hunt Seat Equitation, Am Ranch Riding, Am Ranch Trail, Am Working Western Rail, Am Reining 
 

Select Amateur – Horse/Rider combination must compete in at least three AQHA approved classes in the respective 
division – in three or more categories 

3 yr. old Am stallions/geldings/mares or Aged Am stallions/geldings/mares or Perf Am stallions/geldings/mares, Am 
Sel showmanship, Am Sel Western Pleasure, Am Sel Western Horsemanship, Am Sel Western Riding, Am Sel Trail, 
Am Sel Hunter Under Saddle, Am Sel Hunt Seat Equitation, Am Sel Ranch Riding, Am Sel Ranch Trail, Am Sel Working 
Western Rail, Am Reining 
 

Youth – Horse/Ride combination must compete in at least three AQHA approved classes in the respective division – in 
three or more categories 

3 yr. old Yth geldings/mares or Aged Am Yth/geldings/mares or Perf Yth geldings/mares or Yth showmanship, Yth 
Western Pleasure, Yth Western Horsemanship, Yth Western Riding, Yth Trail, Yth Hunter Under Saddle, Yth Hunt Seat 
Equitation, Yth Ranch Riding, Yth Ranch Trail, Yth Working Western Rail, Yth Reining 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi Point Awards 
Points are award on a single horse/exhibitor combination.  Halter is not mandatory but does count except for Youth & 

Amateur Level 1 Hi Points 
 

Open Level 1 Hi Point Horse – Must show in at least 2 classes and to four judges 
L1 Western Pleasure, L1 Western Riding, L1 City Trail, L1 Hunter Under Saddle, 3 yr. old stallions  
/geldings/mares or Aged stallions/geldings/mares or Perf stallions/geldings/mares 

   
Amateur Hi Point– Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges  

Am Showmanship, Am Horsemanship, Am Hunt Seat Equitation, 3 yr. old Am  
stallions/geldings/mares or Aged Am stallions/geldings/mares or Perf Am  
stallions/geldings/mares 
 

Select Amateur Hi Point - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 
Sel Am Showmanship, Sel Am Horsemanship, Sel Am Hunt Seat Equitation, 3 yr. old Am 
stallions/geldings/mares or Aged Am stallions/geldings/mares or Perf Am stallions/geldings/mares 

 
Youth Hi Point - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 

Yth Showmanship, Yth Horsemanship, Yth Hunt Seat Equitation, 3 yr. old Yth geldings/mares or Aged Am 
Yth/geldings/mares or Perf Yth geldings/mares 

 
Amateur L1 Hi Point - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 

Am L1 Showmanship, Am L1 Horsemanship, Am L1Hunt Seat Equitation  
 
Youth L1 Hi Point - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 

 Yth L1 Showmanship, Yth L1 Horsemanship, Yth L1 Hunt Seat Equitation 
 
Open Level 1 Hi Point Horse – Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 

L1 Ranch Riding, L1 Ranch Trail, L1 Working Rail, 3 yr. old stallions  
/geldings/mares or Aged stallions/geldings/mares or Perf stallions/geldings/mares 

 
Amateur Hi Point Ranch - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 

Am Ranch Riding, Am Ranch Trail, Am Working Western Rail, 3 yr. old Am  
stallions/geldings/mares or Aged Am stallions/geldings/mares or Perf Am  
stallions/geldings/mares 
 

Select Amateur Hi Point Ranch - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 
Sel Am Ranch Riding, Sel Am Ranch Trail, Sel Am Working Western Rail, 3 yr. old Am  
stallions/geldings/mares or Aged Am stallions/geldings/mares or Perf Am  
stallions/geldings/mares 
 

Youth Hi Point Ranch - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 
Yth Ranch Riding, Yth Ranch Trail, Yth Working Western Rail, 3 yr. old Yth geldings/mares or Aged Am 
Yth/geldings/mares or Perf Yth geldings/mares 
 

Amateur L1 Hi Point Ranch - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 
 Am L1 Ranch Riding, Am L1 Ranch Trail, Am L1 Working Western Rail,  

 
Youth L1 Hi Point Ranch - Must show at least 2 classes listed and to four judges 

Yth L1 Ranch Riding, Yth L1 Ranch Trail, Yth l1 Working Western Rail,  
 



 
Best of Show Awards 

Exhibitors & Owners must be PCQHA members in good standing prior to start of the show 
Halter will not count for Best of Show Awards 

 
Amateur AQHA W/T - One Horse/Exhibitor combination must show in a minimum of three classes and to four judges –
Am L1 showmanship, Am W/T Western Pleasure, Am W/T Western Horsemanship, Am W/T Trail, Am W/T Hunter Under Saddle, 
Am W/T Hunt Seat Equitation 
 
Youth AQHA W/T - One Horse/Exhibitor combination must show in a minimum of three classes and to four judges – Yth 
L1 Showmanship Yth W/T Western Pleasure, Yth W/T Western Horsemanship, Yth W/T Trail, Yth W/T Hunter Under Saddle, Yth 
W/T Hunt Seat Equitation 
 
Ranch Non-Pro W/T – One Horse/Exhibitor combination must show in a minimum of two classes to four judges - W/T 
Ranch Riding, W/T Ranch Trail, W/T Working Western Rail  

 
The Non-Pro Ranch Challenge $1500 Added Money 

& 
The Pro Ranch Challenge $2500 Added Money 

 
1. Entry Fee $125 with $25 to the office and $100 to jackpot 
2. Non-Pro Division (runs first) – Prizes and ribbons for 1st thru 6th  -  Separate payout $1500 Added 
3. Open Division (runs after Non-Pro) - Prizes and ribbons for 1st thru 6th – Separate payout $2500 Added 
4. Same horse made be ridden in both the Non-Pro and the Pro Division or different horses 
5. Minimum 5 entries in each class 
6. Payout determined by number of entries    
7. Open to All Breeds however AQHA Rules apply 
8. Saturday evening, Sept 5th performance following the conclusion of AQHA Reining and not before 6:00PM 
9. Pattern will be released prior to show  
10. No warmup will be set 

The Ranch Challenge – Team Event         

1. Team Prizes 1st thru 6th   
2. Entry Fee $25 per team member/$50 per team 
3. Minimum 5 entries 
4. To run concurrently with the Non-Pro & Pro Ranch Challenge  
5. Team consists of one Non-Pro + a Pro 
6. Same horse maybe used or different horses 
7. Scores are combined to determine placings 

 

Ranch Riding Futurity 3-year olds- $1000 Added Money         

1. Entry Fee $125 with $25 to the office and $100 to jackpot 
2. Minimum 3 entries  
3. To be held as a separate class on Saturday after halter and before reining 
4. AQHA Rules apply 
5. Prizes and ribbons for 1st thru 6th  
6. Payouts determined by number of entries  



 

Ranch Riding Derby 4/5-year-olds – $1000 Added Money         

1. Entry Fee $125 with $25 to the office and $100 to jackpot 
2. Minimum 3 entries  
3. Will be held during the Junior Ranch Riding class on Friday 
4. AQHA Rules apply 
5. Prizes and ribbons for 1st thru 6th  
6. Payouts determined by number of entries  

 

California Cash Classes (Three separate classes) 
Non-Pro Trail, Non-Pro Performance Pleasure & Non-Pro Western Versatility - $750 added to each class 

 
1. Normal Class Fee 
2. Minimum of 3 horses per class required  
3. AQHA & NSBA Rules apply 
4. Run as separate classes 
5. $500 to Circuit Winner and $250 to Reserve Circuit (Cash in lieu of prizes) 

Buckle Bonanza 

1. Awarding a total of 34 buckles!  All AQHA Level 1 Youth & Amateur classes are in play! 
2. Enrollment into the Buckle Bonanza Program is required.  If you already enrolled in 2026 you are set to go! 
3. If you haven’t enrolled you must do so by midnight on Tuesday, Sept 1.  There will be no exception!  
4. To enroll go to www.pcqha.com and under membership select “Become A Member”.  The Buckle Bonanza 

enrollment is located under Membership Options.  If you need help call our office at (805) 835-8817   
5. Pay the normal Class Fee and show to both judges without being disqualified. 
6. Buckles winners will be announced and can be picked up at the awards booth 
7. Non-Pro AB Ranch W/T is not eligible 

  
Class Circuit Awards 

 
1. Youth, Amateur & Ranch AB Walk/Trot – Circuit Awards are determined on a single horse/exhibitor 

combination  
2. Open Division – Circuit Awards are determined by the horse 
3. If a class is combined one day and not the other, then there will be two Circuit Awards.  If the class is 

combined both days, there will be only one Circuit Award. 
4. Must show under all judges to be eligible for a Circuit Award. 
5. In case of a tie, the tie -breaker judge will determine the winner. 
6. No awards will be presented until all points have been verified. 
7. All awards must be claimed at the show and cannot be mailed or shipped. 

Daily Class Awards 

1. Daily class ribbons 1st thru 3rd  or  Daily class Vendor Bucks – 1st pays $2 and 2nd thru 5th pays $1.  
2. Vendor bucks maybe used with show vendors, food concession and/or towards show bill 

 

 

http://www.pcqha.com/

